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I have always been fascinated with the dislocation of European
architecture to foreign lands such as Cuba and Vietnam; and the
dramatic contrasts between buildings both grand and humble,
and the people that inhabit them.
It is the colour and texture of the man-made that intrigues me. The
crumbling render, faded pigments, verdigris, scrapes and scratches
– the scar tissue of buildings that stand witness to moments in time
and history. Using this as a starting point, I weave a narrative into my
paintings.
Since relocating from Sydney to northern NSW, I have been
confronted with a very different landscape; that of rolling hills and
mountain ranges, broiling clouds and rising mists. In this exhibition I
have included a collection of works contrasting the beauty found in
both man-made and natural environments. While my urban
landscapes focus on the smaller details of the man-made city
environment, my rural works depict the vast, open spaces and
evocative images of the Tweed Valley.

Friday 5 June – Sunday 4 October

Brisbane-based artist Monica Rohan developed the body of work
for this exhibition during her residency in the Gallery’s Nancy Fairfax
Artist in Residence Studio during November 2014.
Working in watercolour on paper and oil on board Rohan explores
issues of subjectivity by portraying herself in a struggle against
overwhelming surroundings. During the painting process Rohan
investigates her immediate surroundings, viewing and portraying
them in relation to the central figure. The resulting work often
finds/sees the figure diminished or warped by scale, dissolving
boundaries between physical and cognitive realities.
The artist commented in early 2014, when informed of the success
of her residency proposal:
“This residency will provide a critical opportunity to focus on
expanding my relationship to landscape, which has appeared
intermittently in my recent work. The paintings will be derived from
photographs taken in and around the local area. I’m interested in
isolating specific elements of the landscape and pushing them just
out of reach of reality.”
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Scott McDougall
Workers Shed 2014
synthetic polymer paint on canvas
90 x 60cm
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Avoid (detail) 2014
oil on board
61 x 45cm

